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HOW TO DEVELOP THE 
CLIMAX 
Having considered in a previous lesson 
some of the ways in which emphasis is ob-
tained, there is to be considered at this time 
a special kind of emphasis known as the 
climax. This is a term applied to a growth 
in the significance of the thought or the 
intensity of the feeling. The Century Dic-
tionary says that it is a series of clauses or 
phrases so arranged that each in turn sur-
passes the preceding one in the intensity of 
expression or importance of meaning. 
The word taken from the Greek lan-
guage, and translated means a ''ladder.'' 
The translated word very aptly expresses 
the idea. There is continual progress as 
the speech develops; not mere continuity 
or increase of matter, but a definite prog-
ress from the lower to the higher, from the 
less important to the more important, from 
[ 1 ] 
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the less striking to the more striking, 
from the less intense to the more intense. 
So the climax provides a mode off orce, the 
means of continually increasing the inter-
est by an increase in the significance of the 
thought, by an increase in the intensity of 
the feeling, or by an increase in the meas-
ure of power. 
The law behind the proper development 
of the climax is that of relative values. 
There must be the recognition not only of 
the intrinsic value of each thought, or fact, 
or idea, or phase of feeling, but also of its 
relations to any other or further fact, idea 
or feeling with which it belongs, each fact 
in its place properly connected with the 
other facts. The law of relative values is 
again the law of proportion. This law 
demands that the amount of time given to 
each division of the thought shall be in due 
proportion to the relative importance of 
each division of thought. The less signifi-
cant thought must not be allowed to claim 
more attention than it actually deserves. 
The use of climax is to be made not onlv 
., 
in the whole oration, so that the latter part 
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shall be stronger than the former, but is 
equally usable and, in main, must be used 
in the development of a sentence and a par-
agraph, or group of paragraphs, when it 
takes a group to develop a single division 
of the thought. 
As a climax is a development from the 
less to the greater, it will be readily seen 
that the end of a sentence, or a paragraph, 
or a speech, is the point at which the actual 
climax occurs. There is to be a working up 
to a climax and, with very few exceptions, 
when that climax is reached, that particular 
phase of the speech development should 
end at once. To follow the climatic point 
with much weaker material is to be thor-
oughly avoided. 
The idea of the climax is applicable not 
only to the sentence, para.graph and the 
entire speech, but may be used also in a 
group of modifying adjectives, or even 
phrases. 
The principle, then, as applied to the 
sentence, is that the end of the sentence 
shall contain the strongest statement; as 
a pp lied to the paragraph, that the last 
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sentence or the two or three sentences at 
the end of the paragraph shall be strong-
est in power; and as applied to the entire 
speech, that the height of the thought or 
emotional po,ver should come in the last 
paragraph, or perhaps the last paragraph 
or two. 
Occasionally, the type of climax kno-\vn 
as cumulation should be used. In this in-
stance the climax is produced entirely 
through sheer weight, mass, or gross of 
numbers. Each individual unit may not 
show any added strength, but each new 
unit adds to the strength of those which 
have gone before, thus increasing the total 
of power. There follow illustrations of 
climax as employed in a group of ,vords, 
a group of phrases, in sentences, and para-
graphs. The use of climax in an en tire 
speech may be studied in orations to be 
found in Text Book '' Selected Speeches 
for Practice.'' 
Some further observations may be men-
tioned concerning the climax. As in other 
matters of speech building one must con-
s:der the relation of one element to the 
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whole, so in the building of the climax of 
the entire speech, one cannot plan it apart 
from the purpose of the speech, or the limi-
tations of the audience, or the length of the 
speech, or the occasion. It is not to be 
inferred that every topic will permit a cli-
matic treatment. Many topics have a 
purely intellectual nature, discussion of 
which has as the end that of clearnesH. 
These topics vvill not show possibilities of 
development to-\vard climax. But where 
impressiveness or the arousing of feeling 
is the end, there would be but little doubt 
that the strongest appeal should come at 
the last. Where the arousing of the feeling 
is used as a specific -means whereby action 
is to be secured, there can be no question 
but that the action will more readily come 
when the height off eeling has been reached. 
To know when sufficient emotional response 
has been secured to make action sure, is a 
·faculty that can be developed only by expe-
rience. In situations where one is attempt-
ing to secure the acceptance of a truth or 
principle, in other words when belief is the 
end, it may not be at all wise to leave the 
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strongest argument until the encl. Each 
situation is to be considered by itself, and 
the question ,vhether the strongest argu-
ment is to appear first or last is to be 
largely determined by the character of the 
audience and its limitations in matters of 
intelligence, prejudice, and former belief. 
ILLUSTRATIONS OF CLIMAX. 
In Words. 
This work, with its largest and incalcu-
lable and unforeseen consequences to a 
great people, is it not at once the noblest 
and the most vast 1-H enry C. Potter. 
It must forever be God in and with the 
people that shall make the nation great and 
~
1ise and strong for any great emergency. 
-Ilenry C. Potter. 
Shall the thirteen Colonies become an~ 
be free and independent States, and come 
unabashed, unterrified and equal into the 
majestic assembly of the nations?-' Rufus 
Choate. 
These are what the speaker counsels; 
large, elementary, gorgeous ideas of right, 
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of equality, of independence, of liberty, of 
progress through convulsion.-Rufus 
Choate. 
All his long, laborious and· now weary 
life he had aimed at this as the consum-
mation of every desire.-H enry Ward 
Beecher. 
In Phrases and Clauses. 
Filled with these, with these flashing in 
every eye, S"\velling every heart, pervading 
electric all orders, all ages, like a visita-
tion, an '' unquenchable public fire,'' men 
come together.-Rufus Choate. 
And then and thus comes the or3tor of 
that time, kindling with their fire, sym-
pathizing with that great beating heart; 
penetrated, not subdued; lifted up rather 
by a sublime and rare moment of history 
made rare to his consciousness.-Ru/us 
Choate. 
That peace was sure; that our govern-
ment was firmer than ever; tba t the land 
was cleansed of plague; that the blood was 
staunched and scowling enmities were 
sinking like storms beneath the horizon; 
that the dear fatherland, nothing lost, 
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much gained, was to rise up in unexampled 
honor among the nations of the earth-all 
these kindled up such a surge of joy as 
no words may describe.-H enry Ward 
Beecher. 
Every simple fruit gathered there-
every sacrifice endured and every victory 
won should bring better joy and inspira-
tion in the knowledge that it will deepen 
the glory of our Republic and widen the 
harvest of humanity.-Henry Grady. 
In a Sentence. 
Give me one hundred thousand men who 
are in earnest, who get hold of the great 
question of labor, and having hold of it, 
grapple with it, and rip it and tear it open, 
and invest it with light, gathering the facts 
and piercing the brains about them ,vith 
the facts,-then I know, sure as fate, 
though I may not live to see it, that they 
will certainly conquer this nation in twenty 
years.-W endell Phillips. ( Study care-
fully how the sentence grows continuously 
stronger to the end.) 
She has set up more crosses in more 
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lands, beneath more skies, and under them 
has butchered more people than all the 
other nations of the earth combined.-
Jahn M. Thurston. 
vVhy, if we are unfaithful as a nation, 
though our population were to double in a 
year, and the roar and rush of our vast 
machinery were to silence the music of the 
spheres, and our wealth were enough to 
buy all the world, our population could not 
bully history, nor all our riches bribe the 
eternal Justice not to write upon us "Icha-
bod! Ichabod! the glory is departed!''-
George Willia1n Curtis. 
Climax through Cumulation. 
A squeezing, wrenching, scraping, grasp-
ing, clutching, covetous old sinner.-
Charles Dickens, in describing Scrooge. 
From Boston to New Orleans, from Mo-
bile to Rochester, from Baltimore to St. 
Louis, we have now but one purpose.-
Wendell Phillips. 
If you want power in this country; if you 
want to make yourselves felt; if you do 
not want your children to wait long years 
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before they have the bread on the table 
they ought to have, the leisure in their 
lives they ought to have, the opportunities 
in life they ought to have, if you do not 
want to wait yourselves, write on your 
banner-so that every political trimmer 
can read it-we never f orget.-W end ell 
Phillips. 
We are well victualled. We are well 
armed. We lie snug and warm behind our 
strong walls. We laugh at your leaguer. 
But when we who eat are hungry, when we 
who drink are dry, when we who glow are 
frozen, when there is neither bite on the 
board, nor sup in the pitcher, nor spark 
on the hearth, our answer to rebellious 
Burgundy ,vill be the same.~ustin Mc-· 
C arthy, in "If I "\Vere King." 
'' High actions and high passions,''-
such are Milton's words,-high actions 
through and by high passions ; these are 
the end and these the means of the orator 
of the revolution. Hence are his topics 
large, simple, intelligible, affecting. Hence 
are his views broad, impressive, popular; 
no trivial details, no wirewoven develop-
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ments, no subtle distinctions and drawing 
of :fine lines about the boundaries of ideas, 
no speculation, no ingenuity; all is ele-
mental, comprehensive, intense, practical, 
unqualified, undoubting. 
It is not of the small things of minor 
and instrumental politics he comes to 
speak, or men come to hear. It is not to 
speak or to hear about permitting an 
Athenian citizen to change his tribe; about 
permitting the Roman !{nights to have 
jurisdiction of trials equally with the Sen-
ate; it is not about allowing a £10 house-
holder to vote for a member of Parliament; 
about duties on indigo, or onion-seed, or 
even tea. 
''That strain you hear is of an higher 
mood.'' 
It is the rallying cry of patriotism, of 
liberty, in the sublimest crisis of the State, 
-of man. It is a deliberation of empire, 
of glory, of existence on ,vhich they come 
together. To be or not to be,-that is the 
question. 
Shall the children of the men of Mara-
thon become slaves of Philip t Shall the 
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majesty of the senate and people of Rome 
stoop to wear the chains forging by the 
military executors of the ,vill of Juli us 
Cmsar 1 Shall the assembled representa-
tives of France, just wakening from her 
sleep of ages to claim the rights of man,-
shall they disperse, their work undone, 
their work just commencing; and shall 
they disperse at the order of the king? or 
shall the messenger be bid to go, in the 
thunder-tones of 1firabeau,-and tell his 
master that ''we sit here to do the will of 
our constituents, and that we will not be 
moved from these seats but by the point 
of a bayonet'' f Shall Ireland bound up-
ward from her long prostration, and cast 
from her the last link of the British chain, 
and shall she advance ''from injuries to 
arms, from arms to liberty,'' from liberty 
to glory f Shall the thirteen Colonies be-
come, and be free and independent States, 
and come unabashed, unterrified, and equal, 
into the majestic assembly of the nations? 
These are the thoughts with which all 
bosoms are distended and oppressed.-
Ru /us Choate. 
EXERCISES. 
These exercises are provided as a means of testing the 
student's know ledge of the subject and for training 
through actual practice. Exercises are not to be sent to 
the School. 
I. Take each example or illustration in 
turn and use as follows: First make a 
careful study of the thought, weighing ex-
actly the value of each thought in relation 
to other thoughts. Be sure to note the 
growth toward greater and greater 
strength or significance of thought or feel-
ing. Then memorize. Next: Think upon 
the idea or ideas until you feel strongly 
the emotion, or the intensity of the thought; 
and when you are sure that the idea and 
emotion have taken possession of you, 
speak, allowing the volume to gradually in-
crease as you are sure the emotion 
increases and intensifies. 
II. Using each of the following terms 
and phrases develop sentences or para-
graphs, seeing that added adjectives, 
[ 13] 
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phrases and sentences are so employed as 
to secure a climactic development : 
Americanism. Monarchy. 
Justice. Fortunes. 
Greed. Failure. 
A Newer Patriotism. 
A Broader Education. 
A National Vision. 
A More Efficient Business. 
Poverty Is Weakness. 
Laziness Is Disgusting. 
Dishonesty Is to Be Avoided. 
Ambition Moves Men. 
III. Arrange the f ollo-,ving words in the 
order of their strength-that is, according 
to the principle of climax. 
a-Calm, still, motionless, unmoved. 
b-Suffering, ache, smart, agony. 
c-Loyalty, :fidelity, faithfulness, con-
stancy, devotion, allegiance. 
d-Calamity, reverse, misfortune, catas-
trophe, disaster. 
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